The impact of dracunculiasis on the nutritional status of children in South Kordofan, Sudan.
This paper assesses the indirect impact of dracunculiasis on the nutritional status of children under 6 years of age in South Kordofan, Sudan. Weight-for-height anthropometric measurement was used as a measure of the nutritional status of 774 children in 428 households. The indirect impact was investigated by comparing the nutritional status in 1988 of children in 'affected' households, where more than half the adult members had suffered from dracunculiasis in 1987, with children in other households. It was anticipated that when the otherwise able adult members of a households had dracunculiasis they were likely to be disabled by the disease and so prevented from fully performing their agricultural activities, so that the nutritional status of children in the same household would deteriorate in the following year. It was found that in 16.9% of the 136 'affected' households the children were wasted (with mean Z-scores of -2 or less), compared with only 6% of the other households.